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Vincentio Saniolo bus ‘Prattife.

and the next finger toward the edge of the Rapiet, foe
{oyoufhall reach furtherand ftrike morereadily.

L. You haue fully fatisfied me cancerning this mat-
ter,buel pray you procecdeand {liew mehowd muft
ftandvponmy garde,oraflailemyneencmy.

7.So1 willand asbefore I hauetolde you of diuer
fitic of teachers and varietic of wardes, [o in-this poynt
allo maftItell you that mens fathions.are diuers, for
fome {etvpontheir enemiesin running,and thereare
other which affaile themwith rage and furye after the
fafhion of Rammes, andboth thefe fortts of men for
the mofte parte ar¢flaine and come to misfortune, 2
may befeencin many places of fuchlike fights, Which
I{pcak notasthoughthofe two fightes were notgood
for him which knowes how to vfe them, becaufe that
{ometimes they are very neceffary,according asaman
findes his enemy prepared withhhis weapon:but then
they muft bedoone with tinic and meafire;when yoa
bhaucgot your enemye at an aduantage , with great
dexteriticand readines.But as forme I willihewe yoa
the wardeswhich Imy felfc vfe, the which ifyou well
markeand obferue,you cannotbut vnderftand thear,
and withall keepe your bodye fafe frem hurte and
danget.

L. Atthis prefent] take wonderfull delightin your
companye, andnothing pleafeth me fo much asthis
difcourfe ofyours,to heare you giuemethe reafons of
thofe things which fo much concerne the life and ho-
nourofa man: wherefore performe that which yoa
haue gromifcd, wherein you thall notonelye pleafimre
mee,but many othergentlemen and Noble men will
thinke themfclues to haue receincd 2 fanour at your

handes,
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bandes, therefore beginIpray you,
¥.That which Ihaue promifed youT will now per.
forme,therfored fay,that when a teacher will beginto
makea Scholler, (as formeI wil begin'with thefingle

Rapier, and at this weapon will firfte enteryousto
theende youmaye frameyour hand, your focte,and
Tonrbo y;all whichpattes muffgoe togetherandvn-
efle you can firre ahdmoue alf theR together, you
thall neuerbe able to performe any great mateer, bue
with great danger) Icometherefore to the point and
fay,thatwherrthe teacherwil entenhis fcholicr, i thal
v D; caufc
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caufe him to ftand vpon this ward, which s very good
tobee taecht for framing thefootd, the hand, and the
body: fo the teacher fhall deliuer the: Rapiet into his
hand,and fhall: caufehim to ftand with hisright foote
formoft,with his knee fomewhatbowing, but that his
bodyereft more vpon thelefrelegge,mot ftedfaft and
firmcas fome ftand, which feeme to be nayled tothe
plagc,butwith areadinesand nimblenes, as though he
were to performe fome feate ot adtiuitic, and in this
fortelet them ftandboth to ftrike and to defend them-
felues Now when the maifter hath placed his {choller
in thiis forte,and that the{chollerhath receiued his Ra-
piet into his hand,let him make his hand free and atly-
berty, notby force of thearme,but by the nimbleand
ready mouing of theioynt of the wrifte of the hand,fo
thathis hand be free and atlibertic from hisbody,and
that the svard of his hand be directlycagainft his right
knec:and ferthe reactreralfoput-hinrfelfe in the fame
ward, and holde his Rapicr sgainft the midde(t of his
{chollers Rapter,fo that the pointe be directlye againd
the face of his f¢holler, and likewife his {chollers a-
gainft bis , and lex their feete beright one againft ano-
ther;then fhall the maifter begin to teach hiny,mouing
hi rightfoot fomwhat on the rightfide in circle wife,
putting the point of his Rapiesvnder his {chollers Ra-
picr,and fo giuing him a thruftin thebelly.

L. And what then muft the fcholler doo?

7. Atthe felfefame time the fcholler muft remoue
with like meafure or counter-time with his right foote
alittle afide,and ez theleft foote follow the right, tur-
ningalittlchis bodyic onthe right fide, thruting with
the pointofhis Rapicr at the belly of his teacher, tur-

ning
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pingredily his hand that the fingersbe inward toward
thebody,andtheioint of the wrilt be outward. fn this
forcihe faidefchallerfhalllcarne to flrike and not be
ftricken,as T alwaies uduife the noble-men and gentle.
men withwhome Ihauesto deale, that if they cannot
hitor hurttheir enemy,that they learn to defend them
felucs that they be not hurt. Then to makethe fcholler
morcready,the teachet fhall caufe his {choller firlte to
patpwherefore he fhallicmouesvith his right foote on
the right (ide a fittle incircle wife as themaifter did bes
foreto thelcholler.

L. Whatthenmuftthe maifteror-teacherdoo?
¥.Atthe fame tim= that the fcholler remoticth his
foote,the teachet fhall play a-tittle:with ftirring ofbis
body,and with hislefte hand fhall beat away his fchol-
Jers rapict from hisiight fide,and fhallremouc his right
footbehindehis left ftriking a crofle blow at the head.
L.And the fcholler whatfhall he doo?
¥.WhenI remouc: with my. foote and lifte vp my
hand, letthe fcholler pafle with: his lefte foote where
hisright was,and withalllet him turne his hand, and
notloofe.the opportunity of this blow,which muft be
afoyncin manner of athruft vder his Rapicr, and Jet
bim lifte vphis:hand wich his ward thathe be garded
andlie notopen;meeting withhisleft hand the rapier
of his téacher,2nd lethim notbeat afide theblow with
his Rapicr for hee endangereth the pointand bringes
his life in hazard becaule helofeth the point: But I wil
goe forward, At the fclfefametime that the fcholler
ggcs backthe mailter fhall play alittle,and thifting his
dy {hall breake thefameimbroccata or foyne out-
wardfrom the lefte fide,remouning with his left foote,
which
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which muft be carried behinde the right, and withall
fhall giue a mandritta at the head of his {choller, 4t
which time the fcholler muft remoue 'with his right
foote, following with: his lefte; and let him turne his
Rapicr hand as 1 haue faide; and that the {choller ob.
feruc the fametime in going backeas the teacher fhall,
tothe end that his pointmaye be toward the bellye of
his maifter,and lethim lifte vp hisotherhand with his
ward on high, thathebenot ftricken onthe face with
the mandritra,or.in the belly with the thruft or ftocca-
ta.Wherefore atthefelfefame time that the fchollet
fhall deliuerthe fore faide ftoccata to the teacher, the
teacher fhall yeelde and fhrinke with: his bodye, and
beate theftoccata outward on theleftefide, and fhall
bring hisright foot a little afidein circlewife vpon the
sight fide,& fhall giuean imbroccata tothe faceof his
fcholler, at which time the faide fcholler thal go backe
withhis right footcalitde afide with the fame mea-
fure, andfhall beate afide the imbroccata of his mai-
fterwith hisleft hand outward from the lefte fide, and
withdll fhall deliver the like imbroccata. of counter-
time to the teacher, butonlye to the face, and then the
maifter fhall goe backe with his right foote toward the
keftfide of his {choller, in breaking with his lefte hand
the faide imbroccara outward from the lefte fide, and
fhall ftrikea downe:right blowe to hishead, becaufe
that by beating afide. his foyne with his hand, he fhall
finde him naked and withoutgarde.

L. And whatthen,cannot the Scholler defendhim
felfe?

¥.Ycs very eafilye with a readie dexteritie or nim-
blencs, for at the fame time that the maifter fhall gi;f
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the faide mandritta, the fcholler fhall doo nothing clfe
butturnethepointe of hisfoote toward the bodye of
his maifter,and let the middeft of hisleft foote dire&ly
refpe@ the heele of the right,and let him turn his body
vpon the rightfide, but let itreft and ftaye vpon the
lefie,andin the fame time let him turne the Rapier
hand outward in the ftoccata or thruft, as T haue giuen
you tovnderftand before, that the point be towardthe
bellye of his maifter, andlethim litte vp his hand and
take good heede that hee come not forward in deliue-
ring the faide ftoccata, whichiis halfean incartata, for
how little focuer hee fhould come forward hé would
puthimfelfe in danger of his life : and beleeue me,cue-
ry man which fhall not vnderftand thefe meafures and
principles, incurres the danger of hislife : and who fo
defpifethi thefe grounds which are neceflarye as well
forthefchoole as the combat, itmay bee tohis confu-
fion & dithonour,and loffe of his life : wherefore eue-
rycone whichmakes profeffion of this art,thould feck
toJearn them and vnderftand them.

L ForthismatterI am fullye fatisfied, wherefore
prayeyou proceed to teach me that which remaineth
tobetanghefor this ward.

¥. When the maifter willmake his fcholler readye,
hec fhall pra&tife him tobe thefiift in goingbacke, by
remouing his right foote alittle afide in circle wile, as
beforc his maifter did to him, and lethim with great
readinesthiruthis Rapier vnder histeachers,andgiue
him a thruftor ftoccata in the belly.

L.Whitthen fhall the tedcher doo?

7.He fhill fhift his body alittle, and fhall beatethe
foccataor thruft ourward from the right fide; and fhal

remoue
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remoue with his rightfoote, which muft bee conucied
behinde the lefte;and fhall ftrikea rinuerfa at his fchol-
lers head, asbefore $and further, to the end his {chol
ler may haueindgement to knowe what fight meanes,
with meafure and time, heefhall teachhim o give
mandrittaand to know whenthe time ferueth forit,

L. WhatI pray you, cannot cuery onc of himfelfe
without teaching giueamandritta?

¥7.Yes, cuery man can ftrike;but euerye man hath
notthe skill to firike, efpeciallyewith meafure,and to
make it.cutte: and heereupon you fhall fec- manye
which oftentimes will ftrikeand hitte with the flatte of
theirRapier,withouthurting or wounding theaduer-
farye: and likewife many, when they would firike 2
downe-rightblowe,willgoeforward more thenmea-
fure,and fo caufe themfelues tobe flaine, Wherefore
Ifaye, when the maifter and fcholler fhallftand vpon
this ward, and thatthe pointeof the-fchollers weapon
fhall be againt the face of the teacher, and the pointe
of the teachersweapon nighto the ward of the fchol.
lersRapier,and thatit be firetched out, thé the (choller
fhall remoue with his right foota little afide in circle
wife,andwith the infide of his Jeft hand barrachetwife
thall beate away his maifters Rapier,firfte lifting bis 2
boue it,and let the lefte foot followe theright: and let
him turne skilfully his body, or clfe he fhallbe in dan-
gerto receiue a ftoccata eitherin the face.or hellye,
"Therefore hee mufttake. heede to fanehimfelfe with
good time and meafurey and let-himtake heede that
hee fteppe not forwardroward: his teacher, forfo hec
fhould beeindangerto be. wounded: buit Jet him.go

alittleafide;asT haucalready fide, L
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L.Me thinkes the maifter isindanger,ifthe fchollee
atthis time keepe meafure.

v.Ifthemaifter floodeftilLhee fhould bee in dan<
ger,but when thefcholler fhall giue the mandritta the
maifter muft thifte alittle with his bodye, ‘and fhall
remoouc with his right foote, which muftbe carried
behinde his lefte, and fhall ftrike ariuerfo to the
head, as I faide before, whenI began to fpeake of
ftoccara.

Furthermore, the Scholler maye likewife giue a
mandritea at the legges, but it ftandes vion himto
playewith great nimblenesand agilitye of bodye, for
to tell the trueth, I would not aduife anye freend of
minc, if hee were to fight for his credite and life, to
ftrikneither mandrittaes nar riuerfaes,becaufe he purs
bimfclfcin dagner of his life:for tovfe the poynteis
more readic;and {pendesnot the Iyke timesand thae
is my reafon,why I wouldnot aduife any of my frends
toviethem,

L.ButI'praycyou officendthip tell me, if 2 man
wereto goeinto the feclde with fome freend -of his
whome hee would beeloth to kill, thould not thefe
mandrittacs be good to wound him, and not pue
him in dangerof his life , T praye you therefore tell
mee your opinion, and how a maninrefpe@ of his
honourwere to vieand order himfelfe put the cafe he
would notkillhis freend,but would willingly faueand
keepe him fromharme.

v.1will fpeake mine opinion of thefe things whick
concerne amans life and honour, and firfte T would
with euery onc which is challenged into the feeld, to
confiderthathe which challengeth him, dooth not re-

Ea quire
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